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Research Article

An Image Cryptosystem based on Elementary
Cellular Automata with Integrity Checking

Doi: 10.30508/kdip.2024.448515.1097

Mona Kordestani!

Abstract

This paper presents a novel image cryptosystem using a specific feature of boundary
elementary cellular automata with permutation-diffusion architecture. The
characteristics of some periodic boundary elementary cellular automata (CAs) with
the length of 8 have been studied over the past years. The State-transition diagram
shows that some elementary cellular automata (ECA) rule lead to some state attractors
that are suitable to use to implement an encrypting function in order to transform
the pixels’ values while meeting the basic requirements of the encryption scheme.
Minimizing computational overhead, the production of these attractors could be
done by using an initial global state of the CA solely, and the implementation of
which needs no extra hardware cost. Correspondingly, the proposed new image
cryptosystem includes an encryption method based on both permutations of the
image pixels and the replacement of the pixel values. The permutation method
is optional and can be done by every permutation algorithm. Simulation results
revealed this fact that the proposed CA-based image cryptosystem shows strong
performance in terms of encryption and decryption. The outstanding characteristics
of the proposed image encryption method are as follows: lossless and symmetric
private key encryption, low data expansion, the possibility of encryption when there
is more than one image with the use of just one key image, large keyspace, and
checking data integrity.

Keywords: Attractors, Cellular automata, Data integrity, Image encryption
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1- Introduction

Never before has so much secret data been sent
to others during human interactions. Thus,
Confidentiality of data and information is a real
necessity nowadays. Cryptography is one of the
methods that could be used as a protection tool.
Visual data has some specific features, such as
the huge amount of data and the high correlation
among pixels. Regarding these features, the
common and traditional cryptosystems are not
suitable for encrypting secret images, so specific
methods must be adopted. We propose a new
image encryption/decryption method based on
specific features of CA like state attractors in
this paper. The permutation of the image pixels
is done by using a simple permutation method
and the replacement of the pixel values is done
by using a state attractors feature. This method
has the ability to check the data integrity of the
encrypted images. Our proposed method has a low
data expansion without any distortion between
the decrypted image and original image and
the ability of a decryption arbitrary number of
images by one secret key. This method provides a
large keyspace which is redounded high security.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows:
Section 2 describes the behavior of state attractors
and their properties. The proposed method is
described in Section 3. Security issues regarding
the application of the proposed method are checked
in Section 4. Section 5 gives statistical analysis,
simulation results and analysis, and performance
comparison of the proposed method with other
published algorithms. An implementation of
the proposed method on specific hardware is
discussed in Section 6. Finally, conclusions are
provided in Section 7.

2- literature Review

In the last few years, the rapid spread of the
internet and using visual multimedia data over
this unsecured communication channel, has
created a demand calling for an image encryption
method that is secure and effective. In the past,
however, encryption methods were used by
military applications, nowadays it is becoming
necessary in more and more ordinary fields of
life. With regard to the features of images, such
as bulk data capacity and the high correlation
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among pixels, traditional cryptosystems are not
appropriate for practical image encryption.

Traditional video watermarking algorithms
are mostly based on discrete-transform domains,
such as DCT and DWT. In paper (Li, Kim, &
Wang, 2017), proposed a video watermarking
method by employing three-dimensional (3D)
cellular automata (CA) transform and perfect-
reconstruction integral imaging (PRII). This
paper (Hanis, & Amutha, 2018) proposed a
key generation algorithm and a double image
encryption scheme with combined compression
and encryption. Also, cellular automata-based
diffusion is performed on the resultant image to
strengthen the security further. In paper (Ahmad,
Doja, & Beg, 2021) aims to investigate and analyze
the security of this image cryptosystem in terms
of its defects and attack resistivity. The security
analysis uncovers that cryptosystem holds certain
serious security defects and is incapable to secure
encrypted content. Some of the studies proposed
an attack model to break the security of an image
cipher entitled “Reusing the permutation matrix
dynamically for efficient image cryptographic
algorithm” developed by Chen et al. This paper
(Diab, & El-semary, 2018) also suggested an
image cryptosystem to overcome the security
inadequacies of the scheme under Study.

Over the past years, lots of image encryption
methods have been invented. The most common
image encryption methods are divided into 4
categories: SCAN-based methods (Alexopoulos,
Bourbakis, & Ioannou,1995., Jawad, 2021), chaos-
based methods (Das, & Adhikari, 2010., Vaseghi,
Mobayen, Hashemi, & Fekih, 2021), tree structure-
based methods (Li, Knipe, & Cheng,1997., Zeng,
& Wang, 2021) and other systematic methods
(Bakhshandeh, & Eslami, 2013., Wu, & Moo, 1999).
Each has its strengths and limitations in terms of
security, speed, and resulting stream size metrics.
A new Multi-Stage Multi-Secret Image Sharing
(MSMSIS) scheme, based on polynomial sharing
and cellular automata, is proposed in this paper.
Also, a particular type of cellular automata is used
to guarantee that the secrets are only recovered
according to a pre-specified order (Zarepour-
Ahmadabadi, Shiri-Ahmadabadi, & Latif, 2018).
This study (Ferretti, Marchetti, Andreolini, &
Colajanni, 2018), proposed an original solution
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based on encrypted Bloom filters that address
the latter problem by allowing a cloud service
used to detect unauthorized modifications to his
outsourced data.

Considering the huge amount of image data,
the image cryptosystems should be fast enough (Li,
Peng, Tan, & Li, 2020., Talhaoui, & Wang, 2021).
CAs due to easy hardware implementation are
appropriate candidates for image cryptosystems
(Lafe, 1997). Key-based cryptography algorithms
can be divided into two classes, private and
public keys (Pieprzyk, Seberry, & Hardjono,
2004). Cellular Automata (CAs) were proposed
for public-key cryptosystems by Guam (Guam,
1987) and Gutowitz (Gutowitz, 1993). In this
document, the proposed image encryption method
is focused on a symmetric key cryptosystem. In
the context of a symmetric key cryptosystem, CAs
have been studied by wolfram (Wolfram, 1986) at
first, and later by Hortensius (Hortensius, MclLeod,
& Card, 1989), Nadi (Nandi, Kar, & Chaudhuri,
1994), Sipper (Sipper, & Tomassini, 2000), and
Seredynski (Seredynski, Bouvry, & Zomaya, 2004).
Regarding image encryption, some works based
on CA already have been done. In (Seredynski,
Bouvry, & Zomaya, 2004), in a Vernam cipher
cryptography method, for producing the bitstream
of the CAs were used. In (Yu, L, Leung, & Chen,
2005) a similar group of basic functions which
are generated from the CAs’ states evolvement, is
used to encrypt data. In (Yu, etal 2005), an image
encryption method based on a permutation of the
pixels of the image and replacement of the pixel
values has been proposed. For permutation, scan
pattern algorithms were used. However, each of
them has its own strengths and weaknesses in
terms of security level, speed, resulting in stream
size metrics, Needing high computational and
complicated process for permutation and CA’s
setup and evolvement, Using different secret keys
for each or a finite number of images which should
be encrypted, High data expansion, Difference
and distortion between decrypted image and
secret image and Impossibility of checking data
integrity at the receiver side. In (Enayatifar, Sadaei,
Abdullah, Lee, & Isnin, 2015) a novel method based
on a hybrid model of the Tinkerbell chaotic map,
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), and CA is proposed.
In (Del Rey, Sanchez, & De La Villa Cuenca, 2015)
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an image cryptosystem for RGB digital images is
proposed. The proposed algorithm includes two
iterative sections: the confusion phase ruled by
the 2D chaotic Cat map, and the diffusion phase
governed by reversible memory CA. In (Li, Sun,
Li, & Chen, 2017) an image encryption algorithm
based on non-uniform second-order reversible
cellular automata (CA) which consist of two-state
cells and use the Moore neighborhood is proposed
which uses the balanced CA rules that have higher
randomness than unbalanced rules. Moreover, in
(Chai, Gan, Yang, Chen, & Liu, 2017) by employing
the memristive hyperchaotic system, cellular
automata (CA), and DNA sequence operations, an
image cryptosystem is presented, which consists
of the diffusion process. SHA 256 hash function is
used to give the secret key and compute the initial
values of the chaotic system.

State Attractor

The behavior of a number of elementary cellular
automata (ECA) rules has been investigated over
the past years due to their specific characteristics.
Since their implementation needs a simple
hardware structure and requires minimized
computational resources, it is chosen to investigate
ECA rules.

When dealing with finite CA, cyclic boundary
conditions are typically applied. A CA with cyclic
boundary in CA means that the left neighbor
of the left-most cell is the right-most cell, and
the right neighbor of the right-most cell is the
left-most cell. In this proposed method, cyclic
boundary conditions are chosen. Constructing
their state transition diagrams yields information
on the global states that result when the automaton
starts its evolution from a given preliminary
configuration. It is clear that for an ECA with the
length of 8, there are 256 different global states.
The aim of this research was finding ECA rules
that fulfil the following criteria: consecutive states
on the state transition diagram must be produced;
the states are organized in circles such that after
the application of all states in the set; and the ECA
should be prepared to repeat the same procedure.

In the state transition diagrams, it must
be noticed that some rules such as rule 42
definitely fulfil the criteria: the states produced
by the evolution of the ECA under these rules are
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prepared in circles. We call these circles state attractors. A close examination of rule 42 is performed.
Fig. 1 shows the state transition diagram for rule 42, where the states are shown in binary-coded
decimal form for easy representation; and each attractor containing 2, 4, or 8 states (except for attractor
0). The states are not shown in the figure to enter one of these attractors through some or the other
states on these attractors after a number of transitions. Among these state attractors, the attractors
containing 8 states are capable of recurrence of a data with the integer value between 0 and 255 after
the data consecutively circling through 8 states on the attractor, see formula:

d & state(1) & ... & state(8) =d

Where & is bitwise XOR, for example; pix1=210 andpix2=169 are two pixels of a grayscale image, the
bit wise XOR operation of the two pixels as follows:

pix1 @B pix2 = (210),, & (169),, = (11010010), & (10101001}, =

(01111011), = (123),,; state(i),1 <i<8 “are the 8

consecutive states of an attractor, d is an integer with a value between 0 and 255. The XOR operation

can start with any state, i.e. the initial state, state (1) can be any state (i) 1 =i =8 () the attractor.

This event meets an elementary requirement of the encryption method. Depending only on the ECA rule
and the given initial state (initial configuration), the generated attractor could be used as a keystream

as in the field of stream ciphers, to encrypt and decrypt data. Let £ (1=t=8)pethe encryption time.

Begin with any state, say state (i), on an attractor, applying an XOR operation to d with the consecutive

en_d en_den_d with

t states, the encrypted data is obtained; keeping on applying an XOR operation to

the residuary consecutive 8-t states on the attractor, will return back to dd The encryption/ decryption
process can be seen in the formula:

d & state(i) B ... & state(t) = en_d

end G state(t+1)E ... Bstate(i —1) =d

After analysis of their state transition diagrams, it is also realized that other 8 length ECA rules show
similar behavior, such as rules 56,112, 120, 175, 248, and so on.

The Proposed Scheme

In this section, a novel image cryptosystem scheme is proposed based on one-dimensional elementary
state attractors. The basic idea of the proposed image cryptosystem method is to rearrange the pixels
of the image and change the pixel values. The pixel rearrangement is performed by the use of the
permutation matrix. The pixel values are changed by using the specific characteristic of state attractors
and applying an XOR operation after doing a bitwise XOR action with values of state attractor. The

scheme can be used to encrypt an image with the size M X N This is a color image and is comprised
of 3 layers; Red, Green, and Blue layer. The proposed method gives a number of advantages. First of all,
transmission security can be guaranteed by the large complexity required in order to have access to the
data. Moreover, in terms of complexity, the proposed method is excellent. The results can be achieved
by the traditional One-Time Pad (OTP) method overcoming the constraint of different keys applied for
each image. The proposed method can encrypt an arbitrary number of images with the use of just one
key.
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Fig. 1. State transition graph for rule 42

Moreover, an important feature that none of the traditional image encryption methods can exhibit is
the ability to check the integrity of different parts of the decrypted image with arbitrary accuracy.
Furthermore, an important feature of the proposed method is its attribute to deteriorate elements of
the encrypted image that would possibly reveal information relative to the nature of the image that
was encrypted. Our scheme consists of 3 phases: (1) the encryption phase in which the secret image
is encrypted by using permutation matrixes and one-dimensional Linear Memory Cellular Automata
(LMCA), (2) the decryption phase in which the encrypted image is decrypted to the original secret
image, (3) the integrity test phase in which the receiver can accept the integrity of the image.
Notations

sl The secret image Bi The ith block of permuted secret image pixels
M Number of rows in secret image H; The ith hash value corresponding to Bi

. . \ .
N Number of columns in secret image H i The ith hash value corresponding to Bi
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PM; The permutation matrix for permuting the pixels of B The rule of elementary CA
secret image
PMI—I The permutation matrix for permuting the hashes value AID The number of states used for bitwise XOR action
Ng Number of blocks Ban The €NCTypted block of bits
SK The secret key Ban The permuted ENCTYPted block of bits
Bi The ithith block of secret image pixels State(i) The ith value in state attractor circle

Image Encryption
The proposed method is a symmetric private key security method. It means that the same key is
required for encryption/decryption, and of course both sender and receiver must know the key. For

encryption, the proposed method uses 5 keys which are generated at the sender site. The first key is a
PMj

permutation matrix which is used to rearrange the pixels of the secret image, the second key is

a permutation matrix PMH which is used to permute the hashes value corresponding to the blocks of
pixels, the third key is a seed of PseudoRandom Number Generator (PRNG) which can generate high-

R

quality random numbers between 0 and 255, the ©* is the rule of elementary CA used to produce state

attractor and “p is the number of states used for bitwise XOR action in the encryption process. These
keys are sent to the receiver side via a secure channel. In this phase at the sender site, the user performs
the following steps to encrypt the secret image. The encryption procedure is illustrated in Fig. 2. Since
the secret image Sl is a color image and consists of 3 layers, the encryption procedure must be applied
to all layers. The following steps are done for each layer individually, and finally, these layers merged
together to construct the encrypted image. The user at sender site:

1-Divides the secret image 57 into Ng blocks of 7 bits. N, the number of secret image blocks is defined
as follows:

M %X N
=

2-For each blocks Bi where L
H = B,(1)& ... ® B,(6)

Where Bi(k) is the kth bit value of ith block of image bits.
3-Permutes the original secret image according to the PM j permutation matrix and after that divides

the permuted secret image into N g blocks of 7 pixels to obtain B}, B, ..., Byg

B

=isNp computes the hash of 7 bits belonging to this block as follows:

4-Permutes the hashes value Hy H, ..., Hyobtained from step (2) by a permutation matrix PMH

PM p. After this step user at the sender site has Hi,H:f, ,H‘.:rg.

S-Initializes the initial configuration of one-dimensional elementary CA with the value of rule L and

by the evolution of CA according to rule &, obtain the states of the state attractor as follow:
state(1), ..., state (k) where L = k=8

I I

6-Now the bits of each block B!, and abit b are calculated by hashing all bits of Bi1Biy put together
to make a value Block,,,, .- Notice that if i is equal to 1, the value of b is random and public.
7-At the sender site, the user generates the secret key set by using PRNG with seed. Then the encrypted

value of the 6-bits block of SI is calculated as follows:

B,, = Block,,,,. © Sk(i) @ State(1) B ... B state(4,;)
8-5Steps (5) to (7) are repeated for all permuted secret image blocks.
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Dividing 51 into NV, blocks Permuting the 51 according to PM, Blocking the permuted 57 into N,
By, wes By With the size of T pixels > permutation matric »  blocks B,',..., B',, with the size of
T pixels

|

Determining 4';., by XOR ing the

A, with S5, and sending Computing the hashes values
A, A .:.,,-4',.1, as the i* encr;pted i=i+1 HyHayew, Hy, for By, v, Bus
block of pixels blocks
T Permuting the hashes values
Ume-dimensional IMCA H,, H,, ..., Hy, and obtaining
evolvement and producing HH e Hyy
A premy AT—'.
T v

o o - v
I.u.mahzmg the @hal oon.ﬁg\.lra.non Yes e .
of cne-dimensional ITMCA with | t= Ay - i=1
5 (k) and H',
l No
The encryption
process finished

Fig. 2. The flowchart of image encryption procedure for each image layer.
Image Decryption
The decryption process is illustrated in Fig. 3. The following methodology is followed at the receiver
site by the user:
1-Receives the keys via a secure channel and generates the secret key set

2-5K by using PRNG with seed.

A
Ben(1); -, Bon (N5) and determines the = B corresponding
A, =5K(i) @ BE”{ijy where 1B=<iA<NplB<iB<Np

3-Receives each encrypted block value:
to eachNE'values as follows:
4-Initializes the initial configuration of one-dimensional elementary CA with the value of rule e

and by the evolution of CA according to rule RR, obtain the states of the state attractor as follows:
g state(1),..,state(k) , 1<k=8

6-Calculate the decrypted 6-bit block as follows:
B', (i) = (A, @ Sk(i) @ State(4,, +1) & ...
& state (length of state attractor))

H'. = (A, ® Sk(i) © State(4p +1) D ... ©
8 And state(length of state attractor))
H'.= (A, B Sk(i) B State(A,; +1)E ... B
state(length of state attractor))
- The blocks of 6 values B 4€(1). B'de(2)....,B'de(N;)B de(1), B'de(2),...,B'de(Np) | _

put together to construct the permuted secret image.

7-

My

10-Rearranges the bits of the permuted secret image according to the permutation matrix and

after the original secret image is determined.
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Receiving the keys and generating
the secret key set (5K)

i=i+1l

Receiving AL, 4. ..., A%, and
determining the A%,

'

Initializes the initial configuration
of one-dimensional

v

One-dimensional LMCA

evolvements and producing
B':(1).B';(2).....B"}{(T)

Putting together B'},B's, ... . B'y, to
construct the permuted secret image and
rearranging it’s pixels by permutation matrix
PM; to obtained the original secret image

No

Fig. 3. The flowchart of image decryption procedure for each image layer.
Integrity Checking Process
The integrity test procedure is illustrated in Fig. 4. For checking the integrity of the received image, the
user at the sender site performs the following steps:

1-Rearranges the Values;H L.H2,...HNBH 1,H2,....HNB according to the permutationmatrix

PMyPMy to obtain hash values H1,H2.....HNH1,H3, ..., HN

2-Divides the image produced from the image decryption process into NgNB blocks with the size of
6 bits
3-Determines the hash value for each block by using an XOR operation as follows:

hi = Bi(1)@ Bi(2)&, ..., Bi(T)

, , thith cthaeth
where Bi(k)Bi(k) is the KERRER bit value of * ' block of the image.

hi

4- Compares the hash value Hili with the new hash value hi. If these two

values are not the same, the integrity test for new blocks of pixels BiBi is fail.

Rearranging H' H';, ... H'y, Blocking the decrypted image into
according to the permutation Ng blocks by, ..., by, with the size
matrix PMy to obtain > of T pixels and determining the

HyH,, .. Hy

hash value h; corresponding to
each b;

]

The end of integrity process

The block B; has integrity

The block B; has not integrity

Fig. 4. The flowchart of integrity test procedure for each decrypted image layer.
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3- Security Analysis
An ideal encryption scheme should be strong and at least robust against all kinds of well-known attacks
and should have a large enough keyspace to make brute-force attacks impossible.

To show that the proposed scheme is secured against the most common attacks, some security
analyses, such as statistical analysis, sensitivity analysis with respect to the key and plain text, and
keyspace analysis have been done on a proposed image encryption scheme.

Exhaustive Search Attack

A Brute force attack is a trial and error method of trying every possible combination of characters with
the hope of eventually guessing the password correctly. The security of the proposed image is based on
PMH7FMI]5K} R
XN PM

the permutation matrixes and “10. As mentioned above,PMr is used to rearrange

the pixels of an image with size permutes

the hash values belonging to blocks of the image. SK Contains some random values produced by PRNG

with seed. & is the rule of elementary CA used to produce the state attractor and A1 is the number of
states that should be attended in XOR action during the encryption process. Given such a key, a very

large number of resultant potential security keys are available (NXM)!(NB)!(256)(8)(256)
This keyspace is large enough to make brute-force attacks infeasible.

Known Plain Text (DATA image)-Cipher Text (ENCRYPTED image) Attack

The attacker has access to one or more cipher-images and the corresponding plain images. The purpose
is to somehow find the secret key. In this security test, the complexity of the keys used in our proposed
method appears to be greatly increased. Suppose the attacker possesses an encrypted image produced

for a known data image with size M X N This encrypted image should be divided into blocks
with the size of T pixels by the adversary. After that, the adversary could determine the hash values
corresponding to each block. But to determine which hash value is belonged to specific blocks of the

PM,,

original secret image, the adversary needs to know the permutation matrix . For finding the values

of K set the adversary should check values 0, 1, ..., 255 but for finding the appropriate values he/

she should know the permutation matrixes PMI, PMH, f'lID, R 5o far using Known plain text (DATA
image)-Cipher Text (ENCRYPTED image) attack to find the keys, the adversary should use exhaustive
search and tests every possible combination for PM; , PMy , ‘qm, RondSK,

Differential Attack

The differential attack is a general name of attacks/cryptanalysis applicable primarily to block ciphers
working on binary sequences. The discovery of differential attack is typically attributed to Eli Biham
and Adi Shamir. The NPCR and UACI are designed to check the number of changing pixels and
the number of averages changed intensity between cipher-images, respectively, when the difference
between plaintext images is negligible (usually a single pixel). Although these two tests are compactly
determined and are easy to compute, test scores are difficult to interpret in the sense of whether the
performance is good enough. They are defined as follows (Hortensius et al., 1989):

El,j D(i j)
—_— X
® M

NPCE = 100

1 IC, (i) — C.(L1)]
UACI = Z 1 (b)) — Go(3) % 100
N XM 255

i,j
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€1 ,,4C2

are the two cipher-images of which the corresponding plain-images have the only
of €1 and €2

where

one-pixel difference, the grey-scale values of the pixels at position (L.1) are represented

as C1(6:J) and €2 (i’j], respectively; M and N are width and height of the cipher-image, respectively;
D(i.J) is defined by C1(LJ) and Cz(irjl namely, if C1(i.j) = Cz(ir.ﬂ,

D(ij) = L Otherwise, D(Lj) = 0 First, plain-image is encrypted. Then, a pixel in that image
is randomly chosen and toggled. The revised image is encrypted again by using the same key to

NPCR gng UACT aues are computed. This kind of test

NPCR

generate a new cipher-image. Finally, the
is done several times with different images. The resulting maximum, minimum, and average

and UACT yalyes are tabulated in Table 1. The simulation results show that the proposed cryptosystem
resists the differential attack.

Table 1. The maximum, minimum and average NPCR and UACL

max(%) min(%) average(%)
NPCR 99.4004 99.316 98.3582
UACI 33.9512 33.6461 33.7986

Difference between the Encrypted Image and Secret Image

The Peak Signal-to-Noise Ratio (PSNR) can be used to evaluate an encryption method. PSNR reflects
the quality of encryption. It is a measurement that demonstrates the changes in pixel values between
the plain-image and the cipher-image to distinguish the difference between the ENCRYPTED image
and the DATA one we adopt the function of peak signal to noise ratio PSNR (Kamali et al., 2010;
Enayatifar et al., 2015). The PSNR computation is derived from the following equation:

(2" —1)WN XN

%L, Lk secretimage (i, j) — encryptedimage (i, i) |°

PSNR = 20 x log, , (

where N is defined as the square dimension of the images and n is the number of bits representing
a pixel. When 8-bit images are used, the greatest distance between images is computed at 0 dB,
while when matching the images the value extends infinitely. The results for the images in Fig. 5 are
represented in Table 3.

4- Statistical Analysis

It is well known that passing the statistical analysis on ciphertext is of crucial significance for a
cryptosystem. In fact, a perfect cipher should be robust against any statistical attack. To evaluate the
security of the proposed image encryption scheme, the following statistical tests are done.
Histogram

Encrypt the test image, Lena, and then plot the histograms of the plain-image channels and cipher-
image channels as shown in Figs. 6 (a) and (b), respectively. The latter figure indicates that the
histogram of the cipher-image is almost at, implying a good statistical property.

Correlation of Adjacent Pixels

The correlation coefficient is a useful measure to evaluate the encryption quality of any cryptosystem
(Elashry et al., 2009). Any image cryptosystem is said to be good if the encryption algorithm conceals
all attributes of a plain text image and the encrypted image is totally random and highly uncorrelated
(Elashry et al., 2009; Kamali et al., 2010). If the encrypted images and plain text images are completely
different then their corresponding correlation coefficient must be very low, or very close to zero. The
two images are identical and they are in perfect correlation if the correlation coefficient is equal to one.
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To test the correlation between two adjoining pixels, the following procedures are performed. First,
randomly select 10,000 pairs of two horizontally adjoining pixels from an image and then calculate the
correlation.

Coefficient "'x» of each pair using the following equations:

cov(x,v) = E(x— E(x) ) (y — E(y))

cov(x,y)
'r' . =
¥ sqrtD(x)sqrtD(x)

where x and y are grey-level values of the two ad]acent pixels in the image.

Then, the same E(x)= {—]E xE(x) = {—]E x; and D(x)= ( ]E J(x, — E(x)%)
D(x)= { ]E x; — E(x)%) Operatlons are CElI‘I‘le out along the vertlcal and the diagonal
directions, respectlvely Table 3 shows the correlation coefficients of the image Lena and its cipher-
image, while their correlation distributions are depicted in Fig. 6. The correlation coefficients of the
cipher-images are very low, implying that no noticeable correlations exist between the original image

and its corresponding cipher-image. Therefore, the proposed algorithm possesses high security against
statistical attacks.

Table 2. PSNR value for the encrypted image of Fig. 6, per color channel
PSNR
Red Channel 8.61 dB
Green Channel 7.051 dB
Blue Channel 6.052 dB
Average PSNR 7.30 dB
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Table 3. The correlation coefficients of the image Lena and its cipher-image

Cipher Image
Plain Image

0.0099

Horizontal correlation coefficient 0.9715
0.0144

Vertical correlation coefficient 0.9751
0.0151

Diagonal correlation coefficient 0.9534

In addition, some experiments are conducted to compare the results of the prosposed method against
two other similar works presented in (Eslami, & Ahmadabadi, 2010) verifiable multi-secret sharing
scheme (VMSS) and (Zhang, Wang, Zhong, & Yao, 2013) [52] Image encryption scheme based on
balanced two-dimensional (B2DIES). The results are shown in Table 4 and Table 5 in the following.

B2DIES in terms of NPCR and UACI

Table 4. The correlation coefficients of the image Lena and its cipher-image provided by the proposed method compared with VMSS and

Proposed scheme VMSS B2DIES
max(%) min(%) average max(%) min(%) average max(%) min(%) average
(%) (%) (%)
NPCR 99.4004 99.316 98.3582 99.54 99.54 99.54 99.7736 99.7736 99.7736
UACI 33.9512 33.6461 33.7986 33.49 33.49 33.49 33.4635 33.4635 33.4635

Table 5. The correlation coefficients of the image Lena and its cipher-image provided by the proposed method compared with VMSS and

B2DIES in terms of horizontal, vertical, and diagonal correlation coefficient

Proposed scheme VMSS B2DIES
Plain Image Cipher Image Plain Image Cipher Image Plain Image Cipher Image
Horizontal correlation 0.9715 0. 9569 0. 9569 0. 00061 0.9173 0.0053
coefficient
Vertical correlation coefficient 0.9751 0. 8919 0. 8919 0. 00400 0.8425 0.0116
Diagonal correlation coefficient 0.9534 0. 9223 0. 9223 0. 0057 0.7744 —0.0097
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Fig. 5. (a) Secret image, Lena, (a-1) histogram of the red channel of secret image,

(a-2) histogram of the green channel of secret image, (a-3) histogram of the blue channel of secret image, (a) cipher image, (b-1) histogram
of the red channel of cipher image, (b-2) histogram of the green channel of cipher image, (b-3) histogram of the blue channel of cipher image
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Fig. 6. (a) Secret image, Lena, (a-1) histogram of the red channel of the secret image,
(a-2) histogram of the green channel of secret image, (a-3) histogram of the blue
channel of the secret image, (b) cipher image, (b-1) histogram of the red channel of
cipher image, (b-2) histogram of the green channel of cipher image, (b-3) histogram

of the blue channel of cipher image.
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Hardware Implementation

The algorithm discussed above is implemented on an lpcl768 board equipped with an ARM Cortex-M3.
It is a high-spee d, low-power, and 32-bit processor. The board is shown in Fig. 7.

Fig. 6. LPC 1768 board designed for on-board
The specifications of the board is shown in Table 6.

Table 6. The specifications of the board
Processor Coretex-M3 100MHz
LCD 2.8” — 320x480 dpi
USB host 1
USB device 1
IC EEPROM AT24C02
Audio 1m386
LED 1
Interrupt 4 keys
PS2 Keyboard and mouse
LAN 100Mbps
Memory Card 1

The code of the algorithm is implemented on the hardware in the C++ language. The processor is
always in a ready state. Whenever the image file — essentially named ‘img.bmp’ — is input into the
board using the USB port, the processor starts to encrypt the image file and the output will be saved as
a new file named ‘encrypt.bmp’. The decryption process, on the other hand, starts by reading this file
and converting it to a valid image named ‘decrypt.bmp’.

5- Conclusions

Utilizing particular aspects of cellular automata called “state attractors”, a new image encryption
method is proposed in this paper. This method exploits the permutation of the image pixels and
the replacement of the pixel values. Satisfaction of the properties of confusion and diffusion by the
mentioned method is proved, as the characteristics of permutation methods and CA substitution are
flexible. The results of security and statistical analysis have proved that the proposed scheme is robust
against different kinds of attacks. Moreover, hardware implementation, which is explained in section 5,
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shows that this cryptosystem can be implemented easily and effectively by simple and cheap hardware.
These improvements are observed as a result of using the proposed image encryption method: better
statistical properties, better keyspace, lossless decryption, and symmetric private key encryption, and
low data expansion, the possibility of encryption when there is more than one image with the use of
just one key image and checking data integrity.
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how do marketing institutions predict and control
consumer behavioral outcomes? The basis for
marketing managers’ decisions lies in analyzing
consumer behavior. Marketing managers
constantly strive to respond appropriately to
market demands centered on analyzing consumer
behavior. Consumer behavior encompasses
all activities directly involved in obtaining,
consuming, and arranging goods and services,
involving decision-making processes that occur
at the beginning and throughout these actions.
E-commerce: E-commerce provides speed,
convenience, and efficiency for modern-day
buyers. However, many e-commerce websites have
failed to meet customer expectations. The global
nature of technology, low costs, the opportunity to
reach hundreds of millions of people, interactive
nature, application diversity, unlimited resources,
and rapid growth of the internet have led to
numerous benefits for organizations, individuals,
and societies.

3- Research Methodology

This study is applied in nature and employs a
descriptive-survey correlation research method.
Field distribution of questionnaires was used for
data collection. The statistical population will
consist of all customers of the Digikala online
store. Given the size of this company and its
customer base, an unlimited statistical population
must be considered. In this study, non-random
convenience sampling was used, and the sample
size was determined using the Cochran formula,
resulting in a sample size of 384 individuals. To
achieve the objectives, the questionnaire by Lee
Tan et al. (2021) was utilized.

4- Conclusion

The wuse of offers numerous
advantages. Economically, e-commerce leads to
cost savings, reduced transaction costs, increased

e-COIIInerce
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efficiency, changes in management processes, and
the establishment of economic enterprises. It also
results in reduced exploration costs, increased
access to information, power balance between
producers and consumers, reduced market entry
barriers, increased competition, and decreased
monopolistic profits. The rapid development of
information and communication technology and
access to various communication methods have
compelled stores to provide new and efficient
services. Therefore, the best opportunity for
sellers of various products and services is to
easily sell their products by launching businesses
online and subsequently marketing their products
digitally. With the presence of social networks and
websites, you can easily and quickly communicate
with your audience. Therefore, in order to
increase customer satisfaction, it is important to
have product diversity. The results of the study
showed that product diversity influences customer
buying behavior in e-commerce transactions.
Factors such as convenience and accessibility,
psychology, trust, payment methods, and product
diversity impact customer buying behavior in
e-commerce transactions. In the current era of
complex technological advancements, successful
organizations worldwide are guided towards their
organizational goals by employing strategies
that focus on understanding customers through
continuous learning about them. Analyzing and
identifying consumer needs, gaining insights
into consumer behavior, and determining the
influential factors in this process are essential
tasks for marketers. As a result, the target
market’s preferences are met by offering suitable
products or services to that market.

Keywords: Buying Behavior, Customers,
E-commerce, Digikala.
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Abstract

1- Introduction

E-commerce has gained significant popularity in recent years. With the rapid
growth of e-commerce, transactions and deals through information technology
tools have significantly increased. Due to time constraints and the widespread
impact of the Coronavirus pandemic, individuals are increasingly conducting
their banking, financial services, and desired purchases through online banking
and mobile applications. Easy access to the internet through devices such as
smartphones, tablets, and home computers has led to a growing number of internet
users and international networks. Therefore, in today’s business environment,
online marketing has become a significant part of marketing activities for any
brand. With the emergence of virtual organizations, online marketing has become
a fundamental necessity for facilitating movement and continuous development.
Factors such as internet security issues, lack of customer trust in online purchases,
and virtual advertising, as well as website quality and design, especially in product
presentation and information, can lead to customer reluctance and distrust in online
shopping and advertising. Studying consumer decision-making processes is crucial
due to the complex global developments in all areas and marketing practices that
compel marketers to strategically align their activities.

2- Theoretical Foundations

Buying Behavior: When a consumer is faced with a multitude of brands and
substitute products, what happens? Which product and brand do they choose? What
are the influential factors in consumer choice? Why does a consumer choose one
brand in a supermarket but a different one in another store at the same time? What
causes these behavioral contradictions? Despite these behavioral contradictions,
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These interactions provide the foundation for
individuals’ relative preferences. From a social
exchange theory perspective, due to shared
backgrounds, opinions, ethical values, or similar
personalities, website visitors often feel they
have many commonalities, leading to increased
satisfaction, perception, and revisitation and
making them feel part of a community. This sense
of similarity actually creates experiential value.
High levels of engagement indicate that individuals
have a high level of interest and actively participate
in some online social activities such as searching
for information, playing games, and purchasing
products. People also tend to share information
and establish social relationships when engaged
on a website. Attitude toward the site is an overall
evaluation of the site and reflects an individual's
level of interest in it. Such behavior facilitates a
combination of internal and external benefits,
information sharing behavior, and interpersonal
interactions, which in turn enhances the quality
of interpersonal relationships.

3- Research Methodology

This research is an applied study conducted using
a survey method. The statistical population of
this research is the customers of Iliya Mashhad
online store (720 individuals), and non-random
convenience sampling method has been used. To
determine the minimum sample size, the Cochran
formula has been utilized due to the known
number of customers, resulting in a sample size of
251 individuals at a 5% error level. A Likert scale
questionnaire with 5 options was used to collect
the required data.

—MN
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4- Conclusion

The results of the study on the impact of interaction
on experiential value indicate that when customers
perceive the website as friendly and a rich source
of information, the experiential value of the
site increases, leading to a sense of superiority,
attractiveness, and value in the customer's mind.
Therefore, it is essential for the e-commerce
website to be easily accessible, provide content
and information that satisfies customers and is
regularly updated, and be designed in a friendly
and simple manner to instill a sense of calm and
comfort in users.

On the other hand, if customers feel that they
share similar beliefs and ethical values with
other customers, they will receive higher value
from the website and become interested in it.
Hence, it is crucial for the store to communicate
similarities in customers’ beliefs and ethical
values, assess common perspectives of customers,
incorporate them into operational plans, identify
common needs of customers, and strive to meet
them. Additionally, the design and products of the
online store should invite customer participation
due to their valuable and interesting nature, be
relevant to customer needs to ensure recall in
customers’ minds, utilize gamification to increase
user engagement, publish content that encourages
customer and user participation, and be designed
in a way that does not keep users waiting for long
periods to participate on the site. Furthermore,
the website should have live chat support with
store experts.

Keywords: Intention to Support, Interaction,
Similarity, Experiential Value, Engagement on
the Site, Attitude Toward the Site.
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Abstract

1- Introduction

The internet enables companies to effectively communicate with a wide range of
customers and provide superior services to them. As a result, competition in the
e-commerce sector has intensified in recent years, with companies continuously
exploring ways to enhance the online shopping experiences of their customers. One
area that has garnered significant attention is the intention of customers to support
online stores. Customer support intention refers to the inclination of customers
to consider, recommend, or purchase from a retailer in the future. Since varying
degrees of service quality contribute to the formation of overall service quality
assessment and, consequently, support intention, service providers should focus
more on user engagement and customer attitudes towards the website to increase
customer support intention. Engagement with a website refers to the extent to which
information/content (a website) can attract visitors.

2- Theoretical Foundations

Customer experience is related to their perception of experiential value, which is
obtained after interacting with products or services. Therefore, experiential value
is defined as the customer’s perception of a product or service through direct or
indirect use. Experiential value is centered on the value that customers retain
from their experience. Therefore, the perception of experiential value is based on
direct/indirect interaction with products and services compared to customer value.
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to those with weaker connections, demonstrating
a direct relationship between organizational
employee relationships and customer satisfaction
with services.

Brand equity is an intangible asset that holds
both financial and psychological value for a
company, adding value to products and services,
demonstrating customer thinking, feelings, and
respect for the brand, price, market share, and
profits that a brand accrues for the organization.
3- Research Methodology

This study is applied in terms of its objective,
descriptiveinterms of method, and survey-basedin
terms of data collection. The statistical population
in this research consists of all customers of Bank
Melli branches in Mashhad (N=488). The sample
was selected using simple random sampling,
resulting in 277 participants based on Cochran's
formula. Additionally, purposive sampling was
employed. To measure and test the research
variables, three questionnaires were utilized: the
Morgan and Hunt (1994) standard questionnaire
for measuring CRM variables, the LEE and
Torin (2001) standard model questionnaire for
measuring customer satisfaction variables, and
the Delgado (2005) standard questionnaire for
measuring brand equity variables.

4- Conclusion

Today, service industries are growing and
developing at a significant pace compared
to manufacturing industries in the world.
Considering the role and importance of customer
relationship management as a fundamental

g Vol.3 | No.11 | Winter2024

necessity in the current competitive market
landscape and its position in maintaining and
satisfying customers as one of the organization's
main assets, this article investigated the impact of
customer relationship management on customer
satisfaction with the mediating role of brand
equity.

Given the importance of the role and position of
customer relationship management in attracting
customer satisfaction, it is recommended that
the necessary infrastructure and supportive
organizational culture for the effective
implementation of  customer relationship
management in organizations, especially those
utilizing electronic methods, be prioritized. Since
employees play a crucial role in building or
breaking trust and relationships with customers,
it is suggested that bank managers screen their
employees for professional skills and ethical
standards, continuously monitor them, and
provide them with refresher courses to strengthen
professional ethics and behavior. On the other
hand, it is also recommended that banks tailor
their new services based on customer opinions,
desires, and needs. By involving customers in this
process, not only can brand value be created and
customers engaged in organizational activities,
but also an effective step towards attracting
customer satisfaction can be taken.
Keywords: Customer Relationship Management,
Customer Satisfaction, Brand Equity, Customer
Loyalty.
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Abstract

1- Introduction

In today's global marketplace, prioritizing customer satisfaction and retention is key
to gaining a competitive edge. Organizations are increasingly focused on meeting
the needs of their customers, recognizing that achieving overall goals depends on
keeping customers happy. Building strong relationships with customers through
effective communication and analysis of their behavior is crucial for success.
Customer Relationship Management (CRM) is not just a tool, but a strategic approach
that helps organizations effectively manage customer relationships. In a customer-
centric organization, everyone should be focused on the customer, with access to
comprehensive customer information available to all relevant staff members.

2- Theoretical Foundations

Customer Relationship Management is not a new concept in marketing but is based
on three aspects of marketing management: customer orientation, relationship
marketing, and database marketing. In fact, CRM is a strategy rather than a solution
and can create significant competitive advantages if implemented in a collaborative
environment. The goal of this approach is to understand the importance of customer-
centric activities, gain a clearer understanding of customer needs and desires,
address customer concerns, and ultimately create customer satisfaction and establish
more effective communication with customers. Customers who have strong personal
relationships with company employees enjoy higher levels of satisfaction compared

1- Ph.D Candidate of Business Administration, Islamic Azad University, Torbat-e Heydariyeh Branch, Iran.

Journal of the Science of Ferdows Institute of Higher Education
|* \°‘” 4' in collabration with the Scientific Association knowledge Managment of Iran I 8 —




Journal of Intelligent Knowledge Exploration and

P r 0 C e S S i n

manner, based on demand and at a lower cost
compared to on-site learning.

2- Theoretical Foundations

Electronic learning systems can be used anytime
and anywhere, and sharing knowledge and
learning through the internet can increase users’
motivation for learning. Electronic learning
also allows education to be extended to diverse
and geographically dispersed workers in the
workplace in a cost-effective manner, based on
demand and at a lower cost compared to on-site
learning. Electronic learning refers to providing
educational content and experiences to learners
at any point in the world, where individuals
can benefit from these types of education.
Electronic learning generally refers to any type
of course and training that is conducted in a
way other than traditional methods. Course
content is delivered via the internet or through
interactive two-way active videos and images.
Cable or satellite televisions can be media for
transmitting these course materials, or course
materials can be available on CDs, DVDs, video
tapes, or a combination of the above. The level
of use of a technology over a specific period is
referred to as the level of technology use. The
higher the level of use, the greater the continuity
of use of a technology. The issue of continuity
or discontinuation of using a technology is an
evaluation issue based on an individual's internal
satisfaction with the technology and the degree
of alignment between their expectations and the
technology’s performance. This evaluation occurs
after a technology has been accepted by a user
and has a feedback mechanism that can lead to
use continuance.

Universities and on-line higher education centers
in Iran often pursue similar goals and tasks.
Increasing student enrollment capacity based
on societal needs and improving the quality of
education are among these important goals and
tasks.

3- Research Methodology

The present research is quantitative in nature
and applied-theoretical in terms of purpose; as

g Vol.3 | No.11 | Winter2024

its results can be practically utilized. Since this
research focuses on describing and studying what
exists, it uses a descriptive-correlational method
for data collection. The statistical population
consists of students from universities in Sari city
who have used electronic learning systems; an
unlimited number of individuals. Therefore, to
determine the sample size, we used Cochran's
formula. Based on the results obtained, a sample
size of 384 individuals was considered.

4- Conclusion

The quality of content in electronic learning
systems has a significant and positive impact on
the perceived usefulness by students. The quality
of content plays a crucial role in enhancing
learning efficiency and student literacy. One way
to improve the quality of educational content is
to utilize new and up-to-date resources, share
content among top universities through video
conferencing, and engage top professors to deliver
credible educational materials. This practice
makes students feel that the electronic learning
system is reputable and valuable, thereby
increasing the perceived usefulness by students.
The correlation between electronic learning
systems and students' goalsimpacts the connection
between incentives and the willingness to utilize
these systems further. It is crucial for the goals
of students using electronic learning systems to
closely align with the system's functions. If the
system does not meet students' goal expectations,
they may seek additional motivation to continue
using it, leading to opportunistic behavior.
Therefore, enhancing goal alignment can
diminish the need for extra incentive measures.
Consequently, an increase in incentives can
have a detrimental effect on students' sustained
use of electronic learning systems. Improving
the system's alignment with students' goals can
effectively influence the continuous utilization of
electronic learning systems.

Keywords: Use Continuance, Electronic Learning
System, Information Systems Continuance Model,
Sari City.
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Abstract

1- Introduction

Information technology is increasingly influencing higher education, and it is
expected that the use of electronic learning technology will enhance students'
flexibility and improve learning outcomes. Identifying ways to understand and ensure
educators’ use of information technology is a challenge for university management.
The continuous use of electronic learning technology among university professors
has attracted researchers’ attention in the past. Management in higher education
institutions must design strategies to ensure the successful implementation and
continuity of using these new technologies. Access to and mastery of communication
and information technologies and their utilization in education and human resource
development are considered crucial components of power in the present era that
should not be overlooked. The rapid advancement of information technology has
led to significant changes in the field of electronic learning, where factors such as
reduced training costs, ease of attending virtual classes, course diversity, flexible
scheduling, reduced transportation costs, and high flexibility have contributed
to the expansion of electronic learning. Student-centered and lifelong learning
processes are highlighted. Electronic learning systems can be used anytime and
anywhere, and sharing knowledge and learning through the internet can increase
students’ motivation for learning. Electronic learning systems also allow education
to be delivered to diverse and geographically dispersed students in a cost-effective
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as expected and objective, performance evaluation
will be effective.

2- Theoretical Foundations

Among the fundamental problems arising from
poor job performance in organizations are
increased staff turnover, delays in entry and
exit, resource wastage, reduced morale and job
satisfaction, and dissatisfaction of customers.
Poor job performance also leads to employee
dissatisfaction and reduced organizational
productivity. To achieve success and increase
performance, the need for employees with high
performance is vital and considered a critical
variable in the function of the organization.
Employee performance evaluation often requires
decision-making in the absence of accurate and
complete information. Fuzzy sets and fuzzy
logic can be effectively used in organizational
performance evaluation programs. The mentioned
reasons demonstrate the necessity, urgency, and
importance of presenting a fuzzy decision support
system for evaluating the performance of social
security employees.

Decision-making is the essence of management.
In fact, decision-making is the most difficult and
sometimes dangerous task for any manager.
Simon is a researcher who has done extensive
research on the concept and mechanism of
decision-making. According to him, management
and decision-making are synonymous and
equivalent terms. Additionally, another group
of researchers have defined management and
decision-making as synonymous with each other.
They believe that decision-making forms the
core of management, and performing tasks such
as planning, organizing, or controlling is not
actually work but rather decisions about how to
carry out these activities.

3- Research Methodology

Two types of characteristics need to be assessed for
each employee: 1) individual characteristics that
include qualities that an individual must have for
a specific job, and 2) job characteristics that differ
due to the different nature of jobs. To achieve this,

g Vol.3 | No.11 | Winter2024

we will first extract job criteria and individual
criteria based on a review of sources. Then we will
calculate coefficients to extract individual and
job criteria using two methods: simple AHP (to
determine coefficients of main features) and fuzzy
PAHP (to determine coefficients for each social,
technical, and managerial criterion). Managers
from each department will be asked to consider
their preferences based on existing jobs in the
matrix obtained from the extracted individual and
job criteria separately. After obtaining managers'
opinions on preferences in different jobs, criterion
inconsistency will be addressed first.

4- Conclusion

In order to extract the coefficients of individual
and job criteria, two methods, namely simple AHP
(for determining the coefficients of main features)
and fuzzy AHP (for determining the coefficients
for each social, technical, and managerial
criterion), were utilized. After calculating the
coefficients and obtaining the scores for each
individual, a decision-making matrix of criteria-
individual was formed. Subsequently, the six-step
Topsis algorithm was employed to obtain the CL
values and rank the individuals. The proposed
decision support system for this model will consist
of a user interface, a database, and a model base
containing the Topsis equation for processing
the scores. Leveraging this system, data can
be managed and the results can be utilized for
decision-making. The innovation lies in assessing
employee performance based on individual and
job criteria and obtaining criteria from managers,
where the criterion coefficients are distinguished
based on the type of service. This distinction will
lead to informed decision-making, timely issue
resolution, improved problem-solving, efficiency,
and even staff management through the provision
of decision support systems when generating
executive information reports.

Keywords: Business Acquisition, Decision Support
Systems, Fuzzy Logic, Employees of Social
Security Organization
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Abstract

1- Introduction

In today's complex business environment, the adoption of models and methods to
attract and retain the most capable human capital in order to create the highest
added value has become more emphasized than ever before by leading organizations.
The third millennium is characterized by numerous paradigm shifts. If in the
past, the success of organizations relied on their physical and non-physical assets,
today, organizations that successfully avoid the risk of having their competencies
imitated by competitors in the competition. Therefore, the key to success in internal,
international, and global competition relies on unique, particularly human assets.
In recent decades, attention to human resource performance evaluation as a tool
for understanding the status of employees' performance, promoting deserving
employees, and setting goals for other employees has received significant attention
from many managers and organizations.

Social security has reached such a position in various countries that it can play
a key role in the social and economic development of these countries by creating
confidence. For this reason, the social security organization is one of the major
economic institutions and the strongest and undeniable supporter and provider for
other economic, social, and households.

Employee performance evaluation is conducted from various perspectives
(supervisor, team, colleagues, and customers). From this perspective, if feedback is
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Editor-in-Chief's Note

A scholarly communityis a testament to a field’s ability to communicate,
articulate its needs and challenges, and showcase its achievements
and knowledge production. Consequently, the dynamism of a society’s
cultural, social, economic, professional, and scientific spheres can be
observed through the dynamism of its scholarly publishing landscape.
Typically, in the realms of science, education, and professions, the
manifestations of knowledge production and dissemination are
reflected in the publication of scholarly journals and books. Among
these, scholarly journals are highly recommended for their ability
to provide researchers with the most recent scientific findings. The
“Intelligent Knowledge Exploration and Processing” Journal, with
its eleventh issue, offers a platform for researchers and academics
to share their scholarly work and valuable insights in the fields of
management and computer science. By leveraging extensive resources
and maintaining ongoing connections with experts, we aim to create
a high-quality environment for scholarly discourse. We invite the
submission of scholarly articles and valuable insights to further our
academic mission.
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